






1 collection system that transports wastewater to a treatment plant with a larger design capacity as 

2 established in 401 KAR 5:010. 

3 (d) Class IV Collection certification. A Class IV Collection operator may have primary

4 responsibility for any wastewater collection system. 

5 (3) Operator in Training designations.  

6 (a)[exeept as pro1,rieee in pafagFaphs (e) ane (d) ef this subseetiea,] A certified operator 

7 with an Operator in Training designation shall not have primary responsibility of a wastewater 

8 treatment plant or wastewater collection system as established in this subsection and in 401 KAR 

9 5:010. 

10 (b) A Class I Operator In Training shall not have primary responsibility of a wastewater

11 treatment plant or wastewater collection system. 

12 !.£} A certified operator with an Operator in Training designation shall work under the 

13 direct supervision of a certified operator who� 

14 1. Works at the same facility; and

15 2. Has obtained a certification level that is equal to or greater than the certification level

16 required to serve in primary responsibility of the facility. 

17 [(e) .i\ wastewater Class l Treatmeat eperater with aa Operater iA TraiaiRg ElesignatieA 

18 whe operates a vitastewater treatmeAt plaat ownee 1:Jy the operater that ser,,•es oAly one ( l) 

19 resieenee: 

20 I . May ha,,·e primary respoRsibility fer that system; aae 

21 2. Shall be eKempt from pafagFaph (e) of this subseetion ane 401 KAR 11 :050, Seetion

22 l(2)(b) aae (9)(a)3.] 

23 ( d) An Operator ln Training may have primary responsibility for a wastewater collection

4 

5. This section does not and should specify how long an 

operator can be an OIT. 
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2 

system or wastewater treatment plant for which the operator has obtained the appropriate Class II

through Class IV[ti:te] OIT designation certification[lesrel-] required by this section[lf a eertified

0fJerator also has beeR issued a
3 waste·.vater treatment or eolleetiea eertifieatiea without 8:fl Operator ia Traiaiag desigaatioa, the 

4 operator may ha,•e primary responsibility for a 'Nastewater treatmeat plaat or eolleetioa system 

5 as pro•lided b�• this seetioa for the eertifieations that de not haYe aa Operator ia Traiaiag 

6 desigaatioa]. 

7 Section 2. Wastewater Operator Qualifications: Experience, Education, and 

8 Equivalencies. An individual desiring to become a certified operator shall meet the[followiag] 

9 minimum education and experience requirements established in this section[qualifieatioas] prior 

10 to the cabinet approving the individual to take a certification examination as 

11 established[prO',·ided] in 401 KAR 11 :050.

12 (l) The minimum education and experience requirem�nt for each class of wastewater

13 treatment certification[ eertificatioas] shall be as established in this subsection.[follows:] 

14 (a) Limited certification. The cabinet may issue a limited certificate as established in

15 KRS 223.73-110(5) if the applicant demonstrates the knowledge and experience required to 

16 properly operate the particular sewage system for which the applicant shall be responsible. 

17 [ l. 6dueatioa. A miRimum le·,•el of ed1:1eatioa shall Rot be req1:1ired. 

18 2. EKperieaee. A miaimum Je1,•el of eKperieaee shall aet he requirea.]

19 (b) Class I Treatment certification.

20 l.[6dueatiea.] A high school diploma or general education development (GED) 

21 certificate[shall ee required]; and 

22 2.[EKperieaee.J One (1) year of{aeeeptaele] operation of a wastewater treatment plant 

23 [shall l:Je required]. 

5 

6. This should be reworded to match the following,

7. This section needs to state that experience gained through a limited
certification cannot be used to qualify for any type of certificate as 
specified b KRS 224.73-110  

8. A High School diploma or
GED should be required to 
receive a limited certification. 

9. You shouldn't delete the word acceptable from any of the experience requirements in this reg.
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10. While this drop in experience requirement for a Class IV certification
may aid in hiring new operators, it devalues the current operators that
have put in the time to become class IV operators by the current regs.
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 See the comment on line 16 on page 6 of this chapter.



1 [ir.] At least two {2)fThree (3)] years of the required experience shall be in a wastewater 

2 collection system that transports wastewater to a treatment plant with a design capacity of greater 

3 than two (2) million gallons per day[shall be required; aRd 

4 b. At least two (2) )'ears of priffi8f)' respoasibility in a wastev,rater eolleetion S)'Steffi that

S transports waste1ii,•ater to a treafffteat plant with a desigH C8f!acity of greater thaa Pt'ro (2) million 

6 gallons J3er day shall he required]. 

7 (3)[The educational aRd exJ3erieace qualifications for] Operator in Training designations,. 

8 [shall ee as follows:] 

9 (a) Class l Treatment and Class I Collection certifications.

10 l.[education.J A high school diploma or general education development (GED) 

11 certificate[shall he required]; and 

12 2.[Experieace.] Experience shall not be required. 

13 (b) All other applicants for the classifications identified in Section 1(1) and (2) of this

14 administrative regulation: 

15 I. Shall have successfully qualified for and passed the certification exam of the same type

16 classification at one (l) level lower than the Operator in Training designation being pursued; and 

17 2. Shall not have been subject to disciplinary action as provided by 40 I KAR 11 :050[;

18 Sectioa 4]. 

19 (4) Substitutions. The cabinet shall allow[tl:te followiag] substitutions as established in

20 this subsection for education and experience requirements established[the eiualifications 

21 Sflecified] in subsections (I) and (2) of this section,.[;] 

22 (a) Education in[ en,.•iroftll1ental] engineering[; em·ironmental technology; aRd] Qr

23 biological, environmental, physical, or chemical science or eguivalent[seienees] shall be 

8 

11. There needs to be language that states how long an operator may remain in an OIT designation.

12. This reg used to contain language that didn't allow
for more that 6 months substitution of experience for 
a class 1 certification and no more than one year for a 
class II-class IV certification. This needs to be added 
back in to protect the intergrity of the program and 
the waters of the commonwealth. 

13. Line 22 provides that education in engineering, or 
biological, evironmentl, physical or chemical science or 
equivalent shall be substitued, yet on Page 9, line 5 and 7 it 
conveys that contact hours, continuing education units, post 
secondary quarter or semester hours in "any subject" with a "C" 
or higheris acceptable. How is this engineering, or biological, 
environmental, physical or chemical science or equivalent?
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1 6. One (I) postsecondary education semester hour in engineering. mathematics or

2 biological, environmental, physical, or chemical science with a passing grade of C or higher shall 

3 substitute for 0.033 years of experience. 

4 (£1[ 4:] Education applied to the experience requirements established in subsections (I) 

5 and (2) of this section shall not be applied to the education requirement. 

6 @[�] Treatment and collection experience may[shalt] be substituted for the educational 

7 requirement as established in this paragraph.[follo•ns:] 

8 I. One (1) year of operational experience at a treatment plant may[shall] substitute for

9 one ( l) year of education. 

10 2. One (1) year of collection system experience may[shaH] substitute for one ( 1) year of

11 education. 

12 3. !h The cabinet may allow partial substitution of the education requirement with[�]

13 experience in� 

14 L. Maintenance;[,]

15 ii. Laboratory analysis;[;] or

16 iii. Other work related to the collection, treatment
,. 

or distribution of drinking water or

17 wastewater. 

18 b. To establish the amount ofrhov.r ftll:lch] experience that shall be accepted, the cabinet

19 shall determine the degree ot 

20 L. Technical knowledge needed to perform the work; and[the t:legree et]

21 ii. Responsibility the applicant had in the operation of the system.

22 4. Experience applied to the education requirement established in subsections (1) and (2)

23 of this section shall not be applied to the experience requirement. 

10 

14. There is no multiplier in use here. The reg should be consistent.
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1 .{£}[�) Collection system
i
[aRti] treatment, and distribution experience may be substituted 

2 as established in this paragraph.[follov,rs:] 

3 .Lf-1¼.] Four (4) years of collection system experience mayfshal-1-] be considered 

4 equivalent to one ( 1) year of treatment experience. 

5 [h. This s1:1bstirution shall Hot aceo1:1Ht fer more than fifty (50) percent of the eKperience 

6 required by s1:10seetion ( l) of this section. J 

7 2. One (1) year of treatment experience may(shal-1-] be considered equivalent to one (1)

8 year of collection system experience. 

9 3. One ( l) year of distribution system experience as established in 401 KAR 11 :040 may

10 substitute for one ( l) year of collection experience. 

11 4. Substitutions under this paragraph shall not account for more than fifty (50) percent of

12 the experience reguirement. 

13 (t) Experience that is not related to water collection, treatment, or distribution may be

14 substituted as established in this paragraph. 

15 I. Two (2) years of experience in laboratory analysis may be considered eguivalent to

16 one (I) year of treatment experience or six ( 6) months of collection experience. 

17 2. Two (2) years of experience in the construction trades. construction management,

18 engineering, plumbing, or electronics may be considered equivalent to one (I) year of collection 

19 experience or six (6) months of treatment experience. 

20 3. Work experience in an area or specialty unrelated to those established in this paragraph

21 may be substituted for up to six (6) months of collection or treatment experience. 

22 4. To establish the amount of experience that shall be accepted, the cabinet shall

23 determine the degree of: 

11 

15. How is experience in "construction trades" related to
wastewater treatment? The statement in line 20 is a very 

broad statement. 
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1 i. Technical knowledge needed to perform the work: and

2 ii. Responsibility the applicant had in performing the work.

3 4. Substitutions under this paragraph shall not account for more than fifty (50) percent of

4 the experience required by this administrative regulation. 

5 (6) Apprenticeships. An applicant who completes a state-approved treatment or

6 collection apprenticeship program may be eligible for treatment or collection certification if the 

7 applicant also achieves a passing score of seventy percent (70%) or above on a cabinet-

8 administered examination. 

9 (7) Equivalency. An operator who has received wastewater operator certification in a

10 state. territory. or possession of the United States may be given an equivalent certification in 

11 Kentucky based on the: 

12 (a) Level of certification obtained in the state. territory. or possession of the United

13 States: 

14 (bl Number of years of wastewater operator experience obtained while holding valid 

15 certification from another state. territory. or possession of the United States: and 

16 (c) Type. size. and capacity of the wastewater plant or plants at which the certified

17 operator obtained experience. 

18 (8) Reciprocity. The cabinet may establish a reciprocal agreement for operator

19 certification with any other state. territory. or possession of the United States if the cabinet 

20 determines that operator certification requirements of the other state. territory. or possession of 

21 the United States are at least as stringent as those established in this administrative regulation. 

12 

17. We must continue to compare the other states regulatory requirements for the certificate
held in order to indentify the equivalent license in Kentucky.  

16. Shouldn't this reference the Kentucky Labor Cabinet approved apprenticeships like the RIT 

does? This should read "completes a Kentucky Labor Cabinet approved treatment or collection 

apprenticeship program."
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REGULATORY lMPACT ANALYSIS AND TIERING STATEMENT 

401 KAR 11 :030 
Contact Person: Carole J. Catalfo 

Phone: (502) 782-6914 
Email: water@ky.gov (Subject Line: "Chapter 11 regulations") 

( l) Provide a brief summary of:

(a) What this administrative regulation does: This administrative regulation establishes
qualifications and classifications for wastewater treatment and collection system operators.

(b) The necessity of this administrative regulation: This administrative regulation is
necessary to protect public health by ensuring that wastewater treatment and collection system 
operators obtain and maintain adequate education, experience, and training.  1. Reducing the experience 

requirement or allowing substitution will not help protect the public health or the waters of the commonwealth.

(c) How this administrative regulation conforms to the content of the authorizing
statutes: KRS 224. 73-110 requires any person operating a public or private sewerage system to 
possesses necessary skills, pass an examination, and hold a certificate issued by the cabinet. KRS 
224. l 0-110 requires the cabinet to establish programs and enforce cabinet regulations for the
certification of water and sewage plant operators. This administrative regulation establishes
classifications and qualifications for wastewater treatment and collection operator certifications.

(d) How this administrative regulation currently assists or will assist in the effective
administration of the statutes: This administrative regulation assists in the administration of the 
statutes by establishing specific educational, experience, and training qualifications and criteria 
for operators of sewage systems as required by the authorizing statutes. 

(2) If this is an amendment to an existing administrative regulation, provide a brief 
summary of:  

(a) How the amendment will change this existing administrative regulation: The 
amendments clarify the education and training requirements for Operator In Training 
classifications, and the systems for which they may be responsible, clarify that a Class l Operator 
In Training need only a high school diploma or GED, allow non-related college degrees to 
substitute for up to twenty-five (25) percent of the experience requirement, expand acceptable 
experience, establish a certification route for apprenticeship programs approved by the Kentucky 
Labor Cabinet, establish equivalency requirements for certified out-of-state operators who wish 
to obtain Kentucky certification, allow the cabinet to enter agreements with other states, 
territories, and possessions of the United States for reciprocal operator certification, and make 
grammatical corrections to comply with KRS 13A. • 2. Are the changes meant to clarify or reduce the 

qualifications. 

(b) The necessity of the amendment to this administrative regulation: This amendment is
necessary to clarify education and training requirements for Operator In Training classifications, 
clarify the systems for which they may be responsible, allow non-related college degrees to 

15 
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substitute for up to twenty-five (25) percent of experience requirements, expand acceptable 
experience, and establish routes for equivalent and reciprocal operator certification which should 
assist in easing the shortage of qualified wastewater collection and treatment operators. 

(c) How this administrative regulation conforms to the content of the authorizing
statutes: KRS 224. 73-110 requires any person operating a public or private sewerage system to 
possesses necessary skills, pass an examination, and hold a certificate issued by the cabinet. KRS 
224. l 0-110 requires the cabinet to establish programs and enforce cabinet regulations for the
certification of water and sewage plant operators. This administrative regulation establishes
classifications and qualifications for wastewater treatment and collection operator certifications.

(d) How the amendment will assist in the effective administration of the statutes: This
administrative regulation assists in the administration of the statutes by clarifying education and 
training requirements for Operator In Training classifications, clarifying the systems for which 
they may be responsible, allowing non-related college degrees to substitute for up to twenty-five 
(25) percent of experience requirements, expanding acceptable experience, establishing a
certification route for apprenticeship programs approved by the Kentucky Labor Cabinet, and
establishing routes for reciprocal and equivalent operator certification which should assist in
easing the shortage of qualified wastewater collection and treatment operators.

(3) List the type and number of individuals, businesses, organizations, or state and local
governments affected by this administrative regulation: Certified wastewater operators, 
operator-candidates, and state or local governments that operate wastewater plants will be 
affected by the amendment. 

(4) Provide an analysis of how the entities identified in question (3) will be impacted by
either the implementation of this administrative regulation, if new, or by the change, if it is an 
amendment, including: 

(a) List the actions that each of the regulated entities identified in question (3) will have
to take to comply with this administrative regulation or amendment: The regulated entities will 
not need to take any additional action. This amendment should assist in easing the shortage of 
wastewater collection and treatment operators by allowing an additional substitution of non­
related college degrees for required experience, expanding acceptable experience, and 
establishing routes for apprenticeship, equivalent, and reciprocal operator certification.  3. Where is 

the data to support the claim of operator shortage?
g(b) In complying with this administrative reulation or amendment, how much will it 

cost each of the entities identified in question (3): This amendment will not result in additional 
costs.  4. The danger of inexperienced operators sending improperly treated water out of a plant could become an 

additional cost. 

(c) As a result of compliance, what benefits will accrue to the entities identified in 
question 

(3): This amendment should assist in easing the shortage of wastewater collection and 
treatment operators by allowing an additional substitution of non-related college degrees for 
required experience, expanding acceptable experience, and establishing routes for 
apprenticeship, equivalent, and reciprocal operator certification. 

16 
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